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Welcome
Welcome to Waterholes - the Anam Cara Community newsletter for the week beginning 1st
February, 2015.
Why this newsletter? This newsletter is one of the ways by which we hope to promote community.
The Anam Cara Community is intended to be much more than simply a group of likeminded people.
We hope it will continue to grow into a community that is a sign of God’s presence in and love for
the world, a dispersed community of contemplatives whose lives and action bring peace and
healing to all of God’s children. We are a Community of Prayer, and believe that as we pray
together, God calls us deeper into fellowship with one another.
Who is welcome? The Anam Cara Community is proud to welcome anyone, from any background
or faith community (or none!). We are an open and inclusive community that affirms the dignity and
worth of all humans, the value of the environment, and seeks to model a way of living with one
another and the world that points to the love and care of God for everyone. Individuals who wish to
formally join the Community are welcome to become associates.

Coming Community Events
1. Quiet Day - Saturday 21st February, 2015
'Into the Wilderness'
You are invited to a Lenten Quiet Day
"A time to discern God’s voice and call
in our lives."
At: Holy Trinity Anglican Church Stratford;
On: Saturday 21st February 2015
From: 9.30am - 3.30pm.
Led by Brian Turner, Jane Macqueen &
Kate Campbell;
A Ministry of the Anam Cara Community,
Gippsland.
Cost Nil - $15 depending on means;
BYO lunch: tea/coffee/provided;
* More information? Please contact
Brian:
0408 216 965 brianaturner126@gmail.com
or Jane:
0411 316 346 jemacqueen@gmail.com
RSVP to Brian or Jane, thank you.

2. Quiet Day - Saturday 18th April 2015
- St Mary's Morwell
- 9.30am - 3.30pm.

3. Quiet Day - Saturday 20th June 2015
- St Mark's Rosedale
- 9.30am - 3.30pm.

For Your Prayers
Part of the joy of the Anam Cara Community is the gift of being called to pray for others. If you
would like the Community to pray for you, or for someone else, please email or call Jane (0411 316
346 or jemacqueen@gmail.com) who will add them to the prayer list, and ensure they are included in
our roster of prayers.

At present, your prayers are asked for:


All families around the world touched by tragedy as a result of the inhumane actions of
others, the people of Pakistan, Nigeria, Syria, Iraq, hostages and prisoners and those
suffering who are known only to God.



All suffering from illness, famine, the Ebola virus, natural disasters.



Refugees and asylum seekers. For just and compassionate policies particularly in our own
country.



Bishop Kay Goldsworthy, husband Jeri James and sons Tom and Ben.



The diocese of Perth.



Philip Muston and the Registry staff.



Brian, Kate and Jane as they prepare for the Quiet Day on 21st February.



Associates who are unwell and have asked for our prayers: Kate Bristow as she journeys
with secondary cancer. Anne Turner who is still awaiting surgery to remove fluid from her
middle ear. Norma and June.

Some of our Associates are in a place where we are privileged to offer ongoing prayers for them:


Anne Turner as she faithfully continues her ministries of soul care and prayer and journeys
with her deteriorating body.



Larissa Dial and her family as Larissa continues to struggle with relapsed ovarian cancer
and receives palliative chemo.



Marj Symes who is journeying with the progressive degeneration of motor neurone disease.
For her children as they care for her and her sisters Jan Dalgleish and Lois as they journey
with her.

A number of parishes in our Diocese are seeking new incumbents. I include this prayer to
encourage us in our prayers for the diocese and for wisdom and discernment for all clergy
appointments advisory boards.
A prayer at the time of choosing an Incumbent.
Bountiful God,
give to these parishes faithful pastors
who will faithfully speak your word
and minister your sacraments;
an encourager who will equip your people for ministry
and enable us to fulfil our calling.
Give to those who will choose, wisdom, discernment and patience,
and to us give warm and generous hearts,
for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

The Prayer of the Day.
God of compassion,
you have shown us in Christ
that your love is never ending:
enable us both to love you with all our heart
and to love one another as Christ loved us.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A reflection by the late Bishop John McIntyre

"LET US DARE TO CHASE THE WILD GOOSE"
Bishop’s Sermon, St Paul’s Cathedral, Sale, 8am Sunday 21st May 2006 (during Synod)
Opening Prayer
Gracious God, open us now to your Holy Spirit. Fill our minds; fill our whole lives, that we may hear
you speaking to us. May we learn something more of you, something more of ourselves, something
we can out into practice in our daily lives. We ask this is the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
*******
The Celtic image for the Holy Spirit is the wild goose. It’s my favourite image of the Holy Spirit. A
wild goose is a dangerous animal: some people even employ geese because they are better than
watchdogs. Have you ever been bitten by a goose? They hurt. They are powerful birds.

And a wild goose is not an easy bird to control. In ancient Celtic spiritual tradition, ”Chasing the
Wild Goose” was a symbol for seeking to go in the way the Spirit of God calls us to go, and I have a
sense that the whole phrase about a “Wild Goose Chase” finds its origins somewhere in this kind of
symbolism. We use it in a certain way in our daily day. Essentially, when you “chase a wild goose”
you don’t really know where you are going to end up.

Moving with the Spirit of God can sometimes be like that, Jesus, in fact, used the image of the wind
to make this same point. “The wind blows where it will: you do not know where it comes from, or
where it is going.” There is a sense in which, when we are captivated by God, there is that
dangerous element to it. There is that risk; there is that excitement; there is that thing that surges
into us; there is that adrenalin burst, and there is that possibility that the goose might actually turn
around and nip you, and that can hurt.

Certainly, the image of the wild goose as a symbol of the Holy Spirit leaves us in no doubt that we
cannot domesticate the Spirit of God. I don’t know, if in Jesus’ day, or in ancient times, when the
symbol for the Spirit was the dove or a pigeon, whether they were wild birds or not; but what I do
know, in our day, is the pigeon is a very easily domesticated bird. And I think that rather
unfortunate, when it is for us the symbol of the Spirit of God. The powerful Celtic symbol of the wild
goose is something that draws me more strongly even than the image of the dove, whether or not it
should, because of course, the dove is a Biblical image.

Do you see where I am headed? God is not to be domesticated. The great danger of organised
religion is that we do domesticate God.
Peter is the one through whom a great moment takes place in the life of the early church, and
indeed in the life of the whole story of the way in which the Spirit of God moves amongst the people
of God for the sake of the world. In this great moment, when Peter goes to Cornelius, we see the
Spirit of God come down upon Gentile people, non-Jewish people; people who up until that point in
the minds of the people of God, were people that the Spirit of God should really have little or
nothing to do with. This was because, unfortunately, the people of God were prone to
domesticating the Spirit of God.

But through Peter and the vision he is given the ancient traditions of his religious understanding
about food laws were put aside. You remember the vision: the sheet comes down from heaven with
all those animal within that were forbidden for Jewish people to eat, and Peter is told to kill and eat.
He says “Never!” Three times he says “Never will I do that!”
The religious tradition by which he was nurtured in faith actually prevented him from doing that, and
yet somehow the Spirit of God now does the unthinkable and suggests to him that he needs to
break beyond that attempt, even by good things; by good spiritual tradition; by good religious
tradition, to domesticate the Spirit of God.

The religious tradition by which he was nurtured in faith actually prevented him from doing that, and
yet somehow the Spirit of God now does the unthinkable. The Spirit of God descends upon these
pagans, these Gentiles, these people outside the blessing! ..... And the realisation comes; he can
do no other than baptise them.
So he is taken, kicking and screaming a little, into a whole new dimension of the understanding of
the way in which God is at work in and through the people of God, by the power of God’s Spirit that
will not be domesticated.

I like Peter. Sometimes I wonder whether Peter sits up in heaven and watches us all reading the
stories about him and cringes a little bit. You know what he’s like in the Gospels. At one moment
Jesus is saying, “Blessed are you, Simon, flesh and blood has not revealed this to you”. Yet almost
in the very next breath, Jesus says to him, “Get behind me, Satan”. There is Jesus: we see him
absolutely resolute in his determination to go to Jerusalem. And there is Peter; this figure that leaps
up and down around him. He is all enthusiasm: sometimes he gets it so right and yet sometimes he
gets it so wrong.

Then we get into the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, which some, I think quite rightly, have rather
called the Acts of the Holy Spirit. That’s certainly the impression you get in the beginning of the
book, isn’t it? The Holy Spirit is going everywhere, not to be domesticated, and the Apostles are
running round and round in circles, wondering how to keep up. It’s all breaking out around them
and it’s far more than they can handle. The Apostles seem to be all over the place, and the Spirit
certainly seems to be taking them on a wild goose chase. It’s all a rather wonderful story.
And there’s Peter again. He’s starting to come good by the time we get to the Acts of the Apostles.
He is starting to stand up, and now I can imagine him sitting up there in heaven, thinking “they’re
getting a better image of me here”.
But then, Paul gave up again didn’t he? When he wrote the Letter to the Galatians, Paul gives
Peter up. You see, Peter was the one through whom the first gospel goes beyond the bounds of the
religious traditions, in which those early Jewish Christians were still living, and out of which they
had to be broken, and takes the gospel to the Gentiles. He was the first one through whom this
happened. He even stood up in what we call “The Council of Jerusalem” and advocated for Paul to
go to the Gentiles. So, he’s starting to look better.

But then, Paul gave him up, because there is another time when Peter goes back. He retreats back
into the old traditions, and as Paul points out, refuses to eat with Gentiles when other Jewish
Christians come into the situation.
So, Peter is an interesting character. I am actually encouraged by him. I have to say that. People
around him appear to be very resolute and he seems to be up and down all over the place.
Certainly Paul seems resolutely resolved: he sets his face towards Rome in the way that Jesus set
his face towards Jerusalem, and nothing seems to thwart him from that. Though, again, if you

read into some of Paul’s Epistles, don’t you see that kind of angst that exists within this man?
There is a resolve there; and yet he is still very human isn’t he? And certainly Peter is very human.
This I find a great encouragement.

As I think, particularly of you members of Synod over the last few days, and of all of us, some of the
things we have been highlighting are things prone to threaten us. The challenge of being the church
in the modern world is the challenge to break out of the ways where we are sometimes tied down
by the traditional way of doing things. Not to disparage those traditions, for in and of themselves
they are good; but to say “Let us not thereby domesticate God”.
Now this is dangerous stuff. Is the Spirit calling us out right now to do something significantly
different? To take risks? I believe so. That’s a hard word to hear in many ways, and to pick up what
Archdeacon Phillip said last night, is the Anglican Church at this point in its history, being pruned
back? The image of the vine keeper pruning back the vine is a painful image. The process of being
pruned back is not comfortable. But it is done so we might come through to a new place where new
fruit is born. Are we there? That is a hard place to be.

We can feel very inadequate and perhaps threatened by that. That is a great danger; the sense of
risk can become too much; the sense of challenge can become a bit overwhelming. In a moment
like this we might actually withdraw back into that domesticated version of what it means to be
Christian and lose the call of the Spirit to go out and chase the wild goose.
So Peter’s bumbling efforts, sometimes getting it right, sometimes getting it wrong, encourage me. I
will be quite frank with you; that’s sometimes how I feel. I have a picture of myself as a thirteen year
old boy, sitting with my father at a Father and son event; you know, one of those “bloke events”;
really good. The school organised it, and they are a good idea. There’s my father sitting there; there
are a few of the other boys looking pretty confident, sitting next to their dads. The look on my face
is, “I don’t want to be here”; “I don’t know what’s going on”; it’s the look of an overwhelmed child.
Sometimes that picture sits with me a lot; it comes back into my mind. It’s very vivid in my mind,
because not only did I look like that in the photograph; I know that’s how it was. To use the image
of a goose, I was the sort of person who would not say “Boo” to a goose, without a doubt.

It was through the urging love of the Spirit of God through the love of those around me that
bewildered, overwhelmed child that can still be in me even now, believe you me, was somehow
nurtured into a situation where risks for God began to be taken.

Sometimes a little bit of prodding had to happen, I have to tell you. Some of the people who loved
me and knew me, and perhaps felt that I might have something under God to offer, knew that I
would not do that in my own right because of the sort of person I was. So they prodded, pushed
and put me into situations that I did not want to be in, in order to enable me to discover the risks
that can be taken, and the wonder of what God can do if in our own bumbling ways, and sometimes
overwhelmed sense of whether or not we can do it, we actually go out there in the name of Jesus

and in the power of the Spirit and move beyond the domestication and the comfort of that to that
wild place where we can so impact the world for God, that God’s kingdom of beauty and peace and
harmony begins to emerge in the life of the world in which we find ourselves.

You may feel a bit overwhelmed by that demand. I know I certainly do, but the beauty of the wild
goose, that sometimes yes, will turn around and nip and take us to places that we could never have
imagined we could have gone to is, as Peter discovered, also a reality that is an embracing love. It
is an embracing love that encourages, yes pushes and prods sometimes, but builds up in every
moment, such that even the most overwhelmed child, who feels that they have nothing to offer, and
who lives in many of us, I know, and still lives in me, in knowing I am loved can do great things. In
and through all of this the Spirit of God is released in the life of the world.
So, for you members of Synod, I hope the message of this Synod has been a challenge; a
challenge to break out and to be there for the world, and to recognise God may be pruning us back
and it’s rather hard, and that we are being asked to go to places where sometimes undoubtedly we
will feel uncomfortable; that we are being asked not to domesticate God by our religion, not to
domesticate the Spirit, but to allow the wild spirit to break free and to take us to places we know
not where, for the sake of God and for the sake of the world, and ultimately for our own sake.

If that is the message we are hearing and we are somewhat overwhelmed by it, hear also the
message we see in the life of Peter, the bumbling fool, or the message we see in the angst of Paul,
who sometimes seems so uncertain and yet at other times so resolute. Hear too that we are
embraced by a powerful and loving God. And while this God may push and prod and sometimes
want to make us break out, this God loves us with an incredible passion; a compassion that is so
concerned for our well being that in the warmth of that, surely we can take up any challenge that
God lays before us. Let us dare to chase the wild goose.
Amen.

We thank God for Bishop John: for trusting in God's great love and compassion for him. For daring
to chase the wild goose. For allowing the Spirit to lead him to be our Bishop, the 11 th Bishop of
Gippsland. We are thankful for these words that still speak into our hearts today.

As Dean of St Paul's Cathedral in 2006, Brian Turner was inspired by Bishop John's challenge
chase the 'wild goose'. As Priest-in-Charge of the parish of Avon for the last three years Brian
shared again Bishop John's vision and in 2013 the parish adopted the Wild Goose as the parish
symbol. Following Bishop John's death last year the parish council commissioned fabric artist Kate
Campbell to create a fabric goose to be placed in the side chapel of Holy Trinity, Stratford. Kate
created and donated the above artwork which was dedicated on 18th January at Brian's final
service as he retired after 37 years service dedicated to the 'cure of souls'. Alongside the 'Wild
Goose' artwork is a plaque quoting some of Bishop John's above words which continue to
challenge parishioners to 'Dare to Chase the Wild Goose'. (The parish of Avon is delighted that
Brian has accepted their invitation to be their one day per week locum priest until such time as a
new priest in charge is appointed.)

Other events of interest in the diocese:

1. An Invitation from the Abbey of St Barnabas:
a symposium with Ray Simpson
Guardian of the Community of Aiden and Hilda, Holy Isle of Lindisfarne, UK

"Exploring New Monasticism"
Discussing patterns for future mission in Gippsland
at The Abbey, Raymond Island
25 & 26 February 2015
for clergy and parish ministry leaders
To book or further information
Phone: The Abbey on (03) 5156 6580
Email: info@theabbey.org.au
RSVP: 17 February 2015

2. Quiet Day of Mandala Art, Reflection & a cappella Singing
Led by “The Harmonizers”

WATER … for a THIRSTY LAND….
Saturday 7th February 2015, 10am-3:30pm
ST MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, MIRBOO NORTH
$5-Concession - $10- pp, Children 7-15 free, Max 22 persons
Bookings: Rose 5169 6707 or Geoff Pittaway 0411 639 368
Please book & bring a plate of food to share or Email: rosalinelaviefacilitator@gmail.com

... remembering the Delburn and Black Saturday 2009 fires ...

Support On The Journey
The Anam Cara Community’s ministry is to be a support to those who are on the inner journey into
God. Each person’s journey is different, and we recognise that there are some for whom the
Christian tradition is difficult or not supportive. We’re committed to finding ways to hear the needs of
each Associate, and support them as we can.
Contacts:
• Website: www.anamcaragippsland.org
• To subscribe to or unsubscribe from the mailing list contact Jane
• Soul carer (Community Leader): Jane (0411 316 346 or jemacqueen@gmail.com)
• Secretary / Librarian: Sue 03 5182 5542
• Treasurer: Kate
• Postal mail: Anam Cara Community, PO Box 708, Sale, VIC 3850
• Diocesan Director of Professional Standards (to make complaints or express concerns about our
ministries): Ms Cheryl Russell 0407 563 313, cherylr@gippsanglican.org.au

Love and prayers
Jane Macqueen
On behalf of the Servant Leaders

APBA & NRSV portions, TiS hymns ‘Reprinted with permission.
Copyright Broughton Publishing Pty Ltd.’

